Adobe Photoshop CS2
Color Settings . .
) Quick Tips

Best Practices for Basic Color Management

Color Settings

The Color Settings dialog box lets you set the default working spaces for RGB, CMYK and Grayscale. 1t allows you
to set Color Management Policies, which dictate how Photoshop uses (or ignores) embedded profiles in images. 1t
also allows you to set warnings for missing or mismatched profiles.

@ Choose Color Settings from the Edit menu. Then choose North America Prepress 2 from the Settings pop-up
menu.

Color Settings

& Unsynchronized: Your Creatie Suite applications are not I}
synchronized for consistent dolor.
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— Settings: = North America Prepress 2 e ] e [ —
— Working Spaces &/I
RGE: | Adobe RGE (1998) ) s GEUE )
oMyK: | LS. Web Coared (SWOP) v2 ] :]
rd . N\
Gray: " Dot Gain 20% ! :] Fewer Options
spot: | Dot Gain 20% ) M Preview

r— Color Management Policies
RGE: | Preserve Embedded Profiles |

CMYK: | Preserve Embedded Profiles |

an||an||an

Cray: " Preserve Embedded Profiles |

)
)
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Profile Mismatches: a Ask When Opening a Ask When Pasting

Missing Profiles: [W] AskWhen Opening

r— Conversion Dptions
Engine: | Adobe (ACE) | :]
Intent: | Relative Colorimetric |4

a Use Black Point Compensation

a Use Dither (8-bit/channel images)

— Adwvanced Controls

] Desaturate Monitor Colors By: 20 %
] Blend RGE Colors Using Gamma:  |1.00

— Description
Color Management Policies: Policies specify how you want colors in a particular
caolor model managed. Policies handle the reading and embedding of color
profiles, mismatches between embedded color profiles and the working space,
and the moving of colors from one document to anather.

Technical Support
1f you have any questions, please contact James Wamser (262) 317-8272 (wamser@sells.com)
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Profiles
When working in a color managed enviroment, 1CC profiles must be embedded in all images, regardless of color

space. You will encounter images that either have no profile, or a profile that does not match your desired work-
ing space.

Missing Profile - RGB
When opening an RGB image, you may encounter the Missing Profile dialog box.

=

Missing Profile

The document “T-Shirt.jpg” does not have an embedded RGE profile.

Q\ What would you like to do?
\ () Leave as is (don’t color manage)

() Assign working RGB: Adobe RGB (1998)

® Assign profile: | Adobe RGB (1998) 0—‘—:—]—— Choose Assign proﬁ]e: Adobe
# and then convert document to working RGB RGB (1998). Make sure you

: _ also check “ and then convert
(Cancel ) GHOKEH document to working RGB”

Embedded Profile Mismatch - RGB
When opening an RGB image, you may encounter the Embedded Profile Mismatch dialog box. This indicates the
embedded profile does not match your desired working space.

r ™)

Embedded Profile Mismatch

The document "Island Girl.jpg” has an embedded color profile
that does not match the current RGB working space.

Embedded: sRGB IEC61966-2.1
Working: Adobe RGB (1998)

What would you like to do?
() Use the embedded profile (instead of the working space)

@ Convert document's colors to the working space o———— (Choose Convert document’s colors to the
() Discard the embedded profile {don’t color manage) working space
( Cancel ) E 0K
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Profiles
When working in a color managed enviroment, 1CC profiles must be embedded in all images, regardless of color
space. You will encounter images that either have no profile, or a profile that does not match your desired work-

ing space.

Missing Profile - CMYK
When opening a CMYK image, you may encounter the Missing Profile dialog box.
i Missing Profile |

The document “T-Shirt.tif" does not have an embedded CMYK profile.

Q\ What would you like to do?
\ () Leave as is (don’t color manage)
() Assign working CMYK: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2

® Assign profile: " U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2 o—l—:—]—— Choose ASSigT‘I proﬁle: U.S.
™ and then convert document to working CMYK Web Coated (SWOP) v2. Make
sure you also check “and then
(_Cancel ) € 0K ) convert document to working
CMYK”

The Mismatch Profile dialog appears whenever an image is
missing a profile.

Embedded Profile Mismatch - CMYK
When opening a CMYK image, you may encounter the Embedded Profile Mismatch dialog box. This indicates the
embedded profile does not match your desired working space.

r n ]

Embedded Profile Mismatch

The document "“T-Shirt (2).tif" has an embedded color profile
that does not match the current CMYK working space.

Embedded: Euroscale Coated v2
Working: U.5. Web Coated (SWOP) v2

What would you like to do?
() Use the embedded profile (instead of the working space)

@ Convert document's colors to the working space o———— (Choose Convert document’s colors to the
() Discard the embedded profile {don’t color manage) working space.
( Cancel ) 0K

The Embedded Profile Mismatch dialog appears whenever an
embedded profile differs from the working space profile.
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Tagged and Untagged Images
Untagged images (images with no embedded profile) are displayed using whatever profile is established in your
Photoshop Color Settings. 1f you change working spaces, Photoshop reinterprets the image as being in the new
working space. Tagged images (images with an embedded profile) stay in the color space represented by the
embedded profile unless you convert to another space.

@06 . Island Girl CMYK.jpg @ 100% (CMYK/8)

100% || U5 Web Coated (SWOP) vz (8bpc)

A

To determine if an image has an embedded profile, choose Show >
Document Proflile from the bottom of the image.

Version Cue
v Document Sizes
Document Profile
Document Dimensions
Scratch Sizes
Efficiency
Timing
Current Tool
32-bit Exposure

Rewveal in Bridge...
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Converting your image
CMYK images are required when furnishing your images to Sells for final output. In Photoshop, you convert an

image from RGB to CMYK by choosing (Image > Mode > Convert to Profile).
Purge >

Adobe PDF Presets...
Preset Manager...

Color Settings... T HK
Assign Profile...

Convert to Profile...

Keyboard Shortcuts... N #K
Menus... LOEM

Convert to Profile
In this example, we are using the Convert to Profile dialog box to go from an RGB color space to a CMYK color

space. You could also use the Convert to Profile to do CMYK to CMYK conversions and RGB to RGB conversions.

Convert to Profile

— Source Space

Profile: Adobe RCB (1998)

Cancel )
— Destination Space
p B @Preview
Profile: | U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2 . = | Use these settings:

(U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2

— Conversion Options
Engine: | Adobe (ACE) !

B
:i

Intent:  Relative Colorimetric |

BUSE Black Point Compensation
E Use Dither

_ ! Flatten Image

An image can be converted from one color space to another using
the Convert to Profile dialog box.
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Saving your image
When saving your image, make sure you always embed a profile. We recommend embedding US Web Coated

(SWOP) v2.
& E:j Save As

Save As: Island Girl CMYK.tif fv]

Where: [ @ Desktop R4

Format: | TIFF — 1If you are using InDesign, save
e o as psd (Photoshop document),
( Use Adobe Dialog )  Save: __ As a Copy _ Annotations A
——— i otherwise save as a TIFF (unless
__| Alpha Channels | Spot Colors . .
T your image contains a spot
Color: __Use Proof Setup: Working CMYK channel, then save as DCS 2.0).

W! Embed Color Profile: U.S5. Web Coated (SWOP) ...

o

Make sure you check the Embed
Color Profile check box.

Recommended Books
Real World Color Management, Second Edition (Bruce Fraser, Chris Murphy and Fred Bunting)

Understanding Color Management (Abhay Sharma)

Sells Printing Company | 16000 West Rogers Drive | New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151



